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A Diſcourſe againit Error, 


nious and intelligent. And indeed, It 
were.needleſſe ro deſcribe the n.any 
Sets, Hereſijes, Diviſions, and damna* 


4 
i 
» 


ble Opinians, that are every where to _ 
be obſetved, ſince others have ſaved 


me that labour, and de! 1acared them 
at large, 


| Wherefore I will fo Epitomize the 


whole Continent, as tr draw allfinto 


_ , feaverr ſingte Families, conſiſting of 


132 perſons, well known to you and 
me, and-each man that hath his eyes 


opened 5 every. one of them profeſ.. 


fing the fame Proteſtant Religion, 


while in: their. Judgement, -PraQtice, ” 


or Aﬀedtions, they no |le differ then 


in their Names, as you will find. For as - 


their naiwes (heceafrer given them) - 
are, ſuch are their natures, according. 


ta. that Gen.-2. 19, 20. y'Þ for the 


Parties, thar | may 'not be thought 


partiall, ne them where; you pleaſe 
as they dwell ( be it in City or Coun- 
try) or which is. more obſerveable, as 


they are aſſembled in the publique | 


Congregation, where they. -all joyne 
rogether in hearing Gods Word, and 
thar from the lame Miniſter, though 
this makes nwch to my diſadvantage 3 
For if. you rake notice of ir, there is 
ſcarce any of the poorer, but few of 


the lewder fort, none at all of our. 


Secaries, that ever come within our 


Church-doors, who yer call them- / 


ſe Ives | ; 


i 


”” Ys £ 


Enmity. and Prophaneſſe, 
{elves Proteſtants, and are for number 
a conſiderable parr, if nor one halte, 
or ewo thirds of che Nation. And thac 
we may rake them jo order as they fit 
in their Pewes, behold ' | 
Firſt, The Rich Worldling called 
Coveteouſneſſe, and Spend little his wife, 
with Sir Worldly wiſe « Friend of theire, 
whoſe Family confiſteth of,.. 
© Spend-allche eldeſt. 
4 Sons A Never- content the ſecond- 
} Blindneſſe of mind.che third: 
_Hardnes of heart the yongeſt 


Suſpition. | 
4 Daughters 2 Timely up. - 
6 Lock faſt, 
Tell. tale 


Little conſcience,who always 
4 Men- Toy leſome. © attends him: 
ſervants Y Homely- fare. * 
Meane-clad, 


3 Maid Sparing.  .. 
Fore cajf. 

{ſervants 2 Make haſt. 
 Theſecond neighbour is:the Civil 
Juſticiary, called 'Diſcretion 3 who is 
wedged to Cuſteme, and hath with him 
a Nephew called Experience, with 

' Preſumption cheeeldeft.. ., - 
Sir Sil :.che ſecond: made 
3 Sens < . all of good meauinger 
Self-conceit theyonpeſt,who 
+» is bath fool arid knave. * 
A.3 3 Daughts 
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nious and intelligent. And indeed, It 
were.needleſſe ro deſcribe the n.any 


Seats, Hereſies, Diviſions, and danina- 
ble Opinians, that are every where to | 
be obſetved, fince others have ſaved, 


me that labour, and delincated them 
at large, | 


' Wherefore I will- fo Epitomize the. 


whole Continent, a5 t& draw allintp 


_ » feaverr ſingte Families, conſiſting of 
132 perſons, well known to you and 


me, and-each man that hath his eyes 


opened 5 every. one of them profeſs. 


fiag the fame Proteſtant Religion, 


while in: ther. Judgemevt, -Practice, / 


or Aﬀettions, they no lcſe differ then 


A Diſcourſe again? Error, * 


in their Names, as you will find. For as - 


their nawes ( hereafter given them) : 
are, ſuch are their natures, according 


ta. that Gen.-2. 19, 20, -As for the 


Parties, thar | may 'no: be (thought. 


partiall, rake them where; you pleaſe 
as they dwell (be it in City or Coune 
try) or which is. more-obferveable, as 


they are afſembled in the publique _ 
Congregation, where they all joyne 
together in hearing Gods Word, and. 


thar from the ſame Miniſter, though 
this makes much to my diſadvantage 3 
For if. you take notice of ir, there is 
ſcarce any. of the poorer, but few of 


the lewder fort, none at all of our 


SeQaries, that ever come within our 


Church-doors, who yer call them- 
| | ſelves Z 


# 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe; 
{elves Proteſtants, and are for number 
a conſiderable parr, if nor one halfe, 
or ewo thirds of che Nation. And that 
we may rake them jn order as hey fit 
in their Pewes, behold ' | 
Firſt, The Rich Worldling called 
Coveteouſneſſe, and Spend little his wife, 
with Sir Worldly wiſe a Friend of theirs, 
whoſe Family confilteth of, 
©. Spend-allche eldeſt. 
4 Sons Never. content the ſecond- 


blindneſſe of mind.che third: 


 Hardnes of heart the yongeſt 


Suſpinion. : 
4 Daughters Timely up. - 
: Lock faſt, 
| Tell tale 


| Little conſcience,who always 
4 Men- I Toyleſome. © attends him: 
ſervants Yy Homety- fare. 

Meane-clad, 


3 Maid Y Sharing 
Fore cajt. 
ſervants 2 Make haſt 
 Theſecond neighbour is the Civil 
Juſticiary, called 'Diſcretion 3 who is 
wedged to Cuſteme, and hath with him 
a Nephew called Experience, with 
' Preſumption che eldeſt. _, - 
Str Silly che ſecond; made 
3 Sons < . all of good meaainge, 
Self-concert theyongeſt,who 
© *is bath foo! arid knave: © 
A3 3 Daugh:« 
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ſervants > Love fick, & 


A Diſt courſe againſt Error, Y 


Selje- loue. 
3 Daughter Vaine Hope. } 
3 Men ſer» np 
Vantse Opraton 
Carnall ſecurity. 
Inconſtancy. 
4 Maid ) Uncharitable judgings 


Tatiler, 

The third Neighbour is the hoſe Li- 
hertine called Prophaneſſe, with Vanity 
his wife, with Rio: their Tamare, 
Theſe have | 


Pride. ; 
3 Sons 3 Drunkenneſſe. | 
Perſecution of the truth. | 
Witty. 
4 Davgh- I Pliant, 
_ ters Dainty, 
Go- gay. EE 
Filthy communication. 
3 Men ern 3 Flattery. 
Audacity. 
Waſtfull. 
5 Maid ſer- Y Wanton. 
vants Sweetlip, 
Gadding. 
Forgetfull. 
2 Chzre- 3 Pecketing, and 
women d Filch- 


| The fourth Neighbour.is Contempt of 
Religion, called beifme, and Mes 


Famity, and Prophantſſes 


his Mate, with a Lodger called Myr. 
Heart, and Will her man ; Together 
with, t 


Scorne, 
3 Sons 3 Fury, 
Fowle- mouth. 
Hereſte. 
3 Davghters ) Irrel:gion. 
Deſperation- 
Lewineſſe. 
3 Men ſervants 3 Dom mee« 
Doe-linle. 
Brain-fick. 
3 Maid ſervants , Non ſence. 
Leaden- heels, 


The fifth neighbour is the Temporary 
Believer, called. Hypecriſie, and Bujy»body 
his wife, with their Inmate the Oid 
man, and Envy a Neece of theirs, ha- 
ving in all 
Juſtice. 
Moderation. 
4 Sons < Ignorance ar d negleR of the 
ſecond Table. 
Prejudice. 
= Sobriet). 
3 Daughters 3 Chaſtiy. 
Civill Honsſty. 
2 Men ſer- J Formallity. 
vants. Newtrality. 
Ever doing Gf ſilent, 
3 Naid feryants 3 Superſtition. 
| Unbelife. 
| A 4 The 


A Diſconrſe.again Y/ Error; 


- The fixt Neighbour is the true Belie* 

ver, called Judgement reFified, or Sa* * 
vine knowledge. The reſt of whoſe Fas» :. 
mily is Grace his wife ;' with two © 


Friends of theirs, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 

and Peace of Conjcience : haying alſo 
Repentance the eldeſt. 
Fortitude the ſecand. 

4 Sons < Converſion 


and $ the yongeſt, 


Regeneration 

. Vettue. 
4 Davgh- 9 . Prudence. 
rels. 3 Godly ſorrow. 


” Holy Conference. 

C Memory his Secretary. 
| Juſtice his Steward. 
0 Men fer- | Zeale his Controwler. 


vants, and } Meditation or Application 


retainers - his Chaplaine. 
ordinary Obedzence his Baily. 
and in ex- | Reformation his Butler. 


rraordina- | Thankefulneſſe his Wait- 


fY. _ ing-man. - 
Mor tificetton his Cook. 


& Admonitis his doorkeeper 
Temperance for his Somet® 
houſe af Proſperity, 
\ Patience for his Winter+ 


5 Maid houſe of Alverſity. 
feryants N Premeditdtion _, | 
ER. Circumſpettion _N, For 


Striff converſation-C - both. 
. . Sincerity 


» 


The. 


i wal. of A 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 


The ſeaventh Neighbour is a Bro- 
ther dwelling hard by cailed true Reli- 
'gen, and Perſeverance hi: wite 5 witha 
Friend of theirs the New man. Theſe 
have, ; | | 
Dtrvine Reſon. 
4 Sons # Chriſtian Reſoſution- 
"a _ L Obedience- 
| Faith 
3 Daughters & Hopg C Together 
Charity | 
With a Grand-child called Aſſurance. 


| Holy Revenge. 
3 Men ervans 3 Truth. 
Contentat70n. 
Fear of offending. 
3 Maid fervants g Humility. 
| Se!ſe-dentall, 


And fo yon have a Liſt of the 132 
formerly mentioned. Hundreds thege 
are more in the Church. 


But whar are they ? Clowns, 1llite- 
rate, and 1l]-bred, who reſemble thoſe 
ſixlcore thouſand Ninevites, that for 
matrer of Religion were Not able to diſ- 
Cerne between their right hand and their 
left, Jona 4. I1. 
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| ObjcRioun. 


Anſwer. 


Cray. Il 


But you will ſay, What is this to the ſe+ 
ver all ſorts of Proteſtants. 


Grant, Theſe are vices, vertues and. 
praces, not perſons ; or if fo, their. 
names onely. Bur if you well confider 


it, by theſe vices, vertues and graces, 
are the perſons with their opirion 
and diſpoſitions beft known. Nor is 
there more variety of theſe vices, ver- 
Tues, graces 3 no not of faces, voi» 
ces, or hand-writings, amongt men, 
then there is of difpoſitions, hamours 


and opinions. So that of twenty men, _ 


ſeeming to profefle the ſame Religion, 
you will not finde two of them alike 


- conditioned as were David and Jon- 


than. For, Quot bowines tot ſemtentia 5 
So many men, ſo many minds. 
Wherce the Holy Ghoſt (who beſt 
knowes our frame) compares ſeverall 
men to almoſt every ſeverail Creature 
in the Univerſe, purpoſely io. ſhew, 
Thar men are not more like ro beaſts, 


plants, flones, good and evill Angells, 


living Creatures and dead, ſubſtances 


and accidents ; then each of theſe is 


unlike another, Which is the reaſon 
why we have ſo much jarring and dif- 
cerd, (0 little loye and peace amonegft 
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Enmity, and Prophaneſſe, 


vs ; notwithſtanding we all proſeſſe 
our ſelves men the beſt of Creatures, 
Chriſtians the beft ofmen, Proteſſants 
the beſt of Chriſtians : - which being 
ſo, No wonder that Minifters are nor 
beloved and well ſpoken of by al], for 
if mens diſpoſitions and opinions are 
- ſovarious, then of neceſſity we muſt be 
. evill ſpoken of by ſome, the good or 
the bad. Yea be a man what he will 
he ſhall be ſure to be backr, and have 
abetrors either in good or evill, and by 
ſome ſhouldered in both. There was 
never any (no not our Saviour Chriſt 
himſelfe) ro whom ſome Belialiſls took 
not exceptions. It is not peſhib'e to 
pleaſe or difpleaſe all, ſeing ſome are 
as deeply in love with vice and error, 
as others are with vertne and truth. 
| Which is one proof, ground, or reaſon 
of the point I drive at. For what I 
have faid hetherto is bur to pave a way 
to my enſuing Diſcourſe, touching our 
love or hatred to the Miniftry, which, 
methinks, being well looked into and 
conſidered, ſhould prove the moſt 
proper and immediate remedy againſt 
all kinde of erronr, enmity, and pro- 
plianefle, 


CHa?. 


A Diſconrſe againſt Error, ; 
CnavPp. III. 


3 Ut to come nearer home to each 
mans conſcience 3 we ſee by 
what hath been ſaid, how there are; 
world that profeſſc themſelves Prote: 
flants, bur the great Queſtion is, who 
and how many are ſuch indeed. A true 
Proteſtant is one that reſolves andiz 
ready to juſtifie, ſtand ro, and main- 
raine thoſe Canons of his faith contai- 
ned in the Goſpel againſt all oppoſers, 
W hence came thir ancient cuftome of 
ftanding up all the while that the Goſ+ 
pell was rexd, and the Creed was pro» 
nguncing. Burt alaſſe how few ſuch are 
ro be found in a pariſh. I grant chere 
are millions that goe to Church, and 


hear our beſt Proteſtant Miniſters 5 but 


may 1t nor as truly be ſaid of fuch Mi- 


 niſters, as La&antius did of the Hea- 
then Philoſophers, They have many (col- 


ters, but few followers. 

As let 'me a little examine who are 
and who are not ſuch, as Jeptha onee 
diſcovered, who were Ephraimites and 


who. Gileadites by their pronouncing 


the word Shibboleth, Judges 12.6. 
Tf-a man be a tirpe Proteſtant it ne- 
ceſſarily followes that he is ar leaſt a 
Ghriftian. If a man be a Chriſtian he is 
fome way an imitator of Chriſt, and 


endca” 


Enmity, aud Prophaneſſe. 


endeavours in ſome meaſure to frame 
his life according to thoſe Rules which 
Chriſt hath preſciibed in his Goſpel! ; 
of which his is a maine and everlaſt- 
ing one, Whaiſoever you would that men 
ſhould doe unto you, even the ſame doe you 
' unto them, Mat,7,12, And another 


like it is, Whether ye eat or drink or 


whatſoever you doe, doe all to the glory of 
God, 1 Coy. Io» 31. The firſt whereot 
15a Law that is written in every mans 
conſcience, and made free of all Coun- 
tries and Narions under Heaven : The 
very, Heathen that have any ſpark of. 
ingenuity in them profeſſe and obſerve 
this rule. ; 

Bur to the ſhime of Chriſtians be ir 
ſpoken, How ſew aie there amongſt 
us that make any conſcience thereof ? 
| Indeed if ro be a Chriffian is to (wear 
and curſe, to lie, and flander, to be 
drunk and commir adultery, to cozen 

and opprelſe, to be proud, to contemil 
holinelle, and (coffe art Chriſtianity, if 
robbing and perſecuting Chriſts Mini- 
ſers, contempt of Gods Ordinances, vio- 


lation of his dayes 3 if ro be igno= 


rant of the firſt p:inciples of Chri- 
Iitavity, without the knowledge of 
which a man cannot poſlibly be ſaved, 
and ſuch like, be fruirs of faith and not 
of atheiſme rather, then there were 4 
wolld of Chriſtians amongſt us Bur 
fure I aw, either the New Teſtament is 
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A Diſconrſe againſt Error, x 


none of Chriſts Goſpe}, or not one oft 
hundred of us are Chriſtians, As wha 


think you, does not fad experieng 
ſhew, thar all the Land over, as nea. 


as can be comwpnted, one of two ar 
laſcivious- or voluptuous, two of thre 


drankards in Gods account, nine 0 
_ ten ctuell and unjuſt perſons, ninetee 


of twenty ſwearers or Atheifts, thiry 
nine of forty ignorant wrerches, forty 
nine of fifty Covetous, ninety nine 0 


an hundred open or ſecret enemies tt 


the power of Religion, and contem 
ners of holinefle. So rhar there i 
ſcarce one of an hundred,whoſe know 
ledpe, beliefe and life 1s in any degret 
anſwerable to the Goſpel, or the ritl 
that they bear 3 which would wake: 
good mans eyes run over when he but 
confiders how ignorant and erroneoui 
men are, and what lives they lead. 


|. 59 4h 
. 


Cuar. TV. 


B** further to confirme this, to the 
end that each man way the carhet 
berhink himſelfe and miſtruſt his own 
eſtate, as all rue and ſound-hearred 
Chriſtians doe, Mat. 26. 4 1s 22, Heat 
what the word of God aftirmes in this 
very caſe, and I pray mind ir i 


NE 2” — OOTTOY 


deter. 
. 


 flruthien, and many there be which goe in 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 


Wide is the gate and broad is the wa 
( fairh our Saviour) that leadeth to de- 


theren > but ſtraight is the gate and nar- 


Tow is the way which leadeth unto life, and 


few there be that finde it, Mat. 7» 13, 14. 
And »>t. John ſaith, We know that we are 
of God, and that the whole world by eth n 
wickedneſſe, " John 5. 19. And that 
The number of thoſe whom Satan ſhall de- 
ceive are 45 the Sand of the Sea, Rev. 
20. 8. Yea that All both ſmall and great, 


 Tich and poor, free. and bond, Tecetve the 


mark of the Beaſt in their fore heads, 
Rev. 13. . 6. Whereas They ihat be- 
heve the Goſpel are but few innumber, 
as Iſaiah and St. Pal affirm, Iſa. 53. i. 
Rom. 10. 16. Yea Lord ( faith Iſatah) 
Who hath believed 0u7 Report, Iſa, $3. 1- 
Lord, faith St. John, Thou haſt but a few 
names in Sardis, Rev. 3. 4. And many 
the like. | 

There were bur ſeaven righteous 
perions in the Old Werld. Ali Srdome 
afforded not ren. Elhab faith, 1 onely 
Tremaine 4 Prophet of the Lord. but Baals 
Prophets are four hundred and fifty 1 Kin- 
I8. 22, Micah complaines vi the wul- 
titude of the wicked ir. his time, and 
fma!l number of the faithfall, Mic.y.2. 
Behold (faith Iſaiah) { and the children 
whow the Lord hath given me, ave for 
fignes and wonders in Iſrael, Iſa. 8. 18« 


And againe, Though the number of the 


children 
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A Diſcourſe againſt Errop,, * 
children of Ifrael are as the ſand of the 


Sea, yet but « remnant of them ſhall be 
ſaved. | xy 
Neither hath it been otherwiſe 
fiace the Goſpel, The whole Gity went 
out to ſend Chriſt packing, not a Gadaren 
was found, that either dehorted his fel- 
lowes, or oppoſed the motion, Mat: 8, 


34. When Pilate aſked, What ſhall be 


done with Feſws ? All with one- conſent 
cryed, Crucifle him, Crucifte him, Mart, 


27. 22+ There was a geneiall ſhout 
. for Diana, for two hours together, Great 


75 Diana of the Epheſians, not one man 
rook Pauls part» Adts 19. 27, 28. Yea 
the chiefe Jewes' teil Paul, that ' His. 
ſeF is every where ſpeken againſt, As 
28 22, FLO4 00S, 
© ny Ecethren think of theſe pla- 


ces. Theſe are traihs that would make. 
| you tremble, were you not ſtark. dead 3 


Fox, as it was then, ſo it is now,Gal.4.29 


Yea it is to be feared, ihat as orce in 
Ifrael a thouſand followed Baal for one. 
that followed God : So now in. Eng-. 

land, many lerve the World, and the: 


Fleſh, and the Devill 3 for one. that 
ſerves God in ſincerity, truth and ho- 
lineſſe. But I haſten. To 


CHa Pe 
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Enmity, and Prophaneſſe, 


CHAP. V. 


Ow conſider I beſeech you if this 
, be ſo, how is it poſſible that the 
beſt Miniſters ſhould be reſpected and 
_ well ſpoken of, by the moſt 3 For if 
ſo, impoſſible ic were rhat they ſhould 
be good, or of God. As what ſaith our 
Saviour to his twelve Apoſtles, 2nd in 
them co all their ſuccefſours, 7ou ſhall 
be hated of all men and Nations fo” my 
Names ſake, Mar. 10. 22. (5 24. 9. nor 
of a few, but ofall men and Nations; 


that is, of the greareſt part of men in 


all Countries and Nations, yea and for 
no other cauſe bur for prefeſſing and 
preaching in his Name. Neither is Chriſt 
| a figne to be ſpoken againſt of many in 
Babylon or Aſſyria, bur of many im Iſrael, 
Luke 2. 34. where Religion 1s Profeſ- 
ſed publiquely. To which 1 might add 
John 15, 20, The ſervant is tit above his 
Maſter, and a hundred the like. Bur 
_ this is foclear a truth, rhar even Mo- 
raliſts by the light of natore couid ſer- 
{ibly tee ir. Whence Ariſtotle when a 
R1ike-ſhame told him, he would rather 
He hanged by the neck then be ſo ha- 
red cf all men as he was; repiyed, 
And I wonld be hanged by the neck 
ere 1 would be fo beloved of all men 
25 thou art. Regard nor (faich Senzca) 
=» WhiT 
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: A Diſcourſe againſt Error, : 


what the multitule ſay or doe, far 
number is the b«ft norte of the work 
way. Diozenes' thoughc he ſhould dot 
beſt, when he did leaſt what the com- 
mon people did. Ana Socrates eve 
ſuſpetted that which paſt wich rht 
moſt and generall commendations, 


Phicion had not ſuſpetted his fpeech, 


had nor the common people applan- 
ded ir. Antiſthenes miſtruſted ſome il! 
in himſclfe .for the vulgar commen: 
dacions Zh 

Ail which 3s notably confirmed by 
047 Saviour, who laiih, Woe be te you 
when all men (that is, evill men): ſþal. 
ſpeak well of you, for ſo did the Fewes of 
the faiſe Prophets,” Luke 5. 26. And in 
Fealon, who would not rather have the 
bad then the good his oppoſires, doe 
they never {ſo much exceed in vum: 

er. 


Nor molt we that are Chriſtians (uf 


fer our ſelves to be brurciſhly driven. 
with the drove, and like nailes ina. 


wheel turne as they are rurned ; they 
are uſually dead fiſh that are carried a- 
way- with ihe fiream : We mult noc 
judge of rruth by the number of voi- 
ces, but by the weight and value of 
whom and what we hear, Yea admic 
the wile and mighty men of tije earth 
ſhould deſpiſe and ſpeak againſt a god: 
ly Miniſter, 2s they did againſt David 
and Feremiai, no diſparagement 3 For 


if, 


Enmi ty, and Prophaneſſe. 7 


;f Chriſt and his twelve Apoſtles be on 
his ſide, he need nor care, though He- 
70d and Pontius Pilate, the Rulers and 
the whole Nation of the Fewes, toge- 
ther with a world of the Roman Fattton 
be againſt him. And ler this ſerve for 
a ſecond proof, ground, or reaſon of 
mens ſpighr to the Miniſtery. 


—w—_—— ret. 
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Cna?. VI. 


Tu It is admirable (though 
confided of few) how apt men 
are to take a!l, or any occaſion, or ad- 
vantage to ſpeak againſt a godly Mint- 
ſter. Bir know che principal ground 
or reaſon of it, and you will ceaſe to 
wonder. 

Now the root and ſprivg of thei: 
ſpighr and enmity to the Viniſtry, 1s 
an inbred: enmity and harred' againſt 
God and Chriſt, whoſe Image they bear, 
whoſe. Amballayors they are, and 
whole Spirze ſpeaks in and by them. 
Mervaile not at what I ſay, for hating © 
of God is by the holy Ghoft charged up- 
on all men, Rom: 1. 39. John 15. 233 
24, 25. Wicked,men are like rhe Dc 
vill rheir; Father,. Jean $. 44. For as 
he when he covld-nort prevaile againſt 
Liriſt himſelfe (he being taken up rs 

B 2 God 


rs 


| foundation of their hatred and enmity, 


A Diſcourſe again} Error, 


God and to his throne, Rev, 12.) wt 


ged ſpightfull war againſt his men: 
bers : So rhough theſe men cannq 
wreck theit malice upon God ( he be 
ing above their power) yet that they. 
way doe him all the miſchief they can, 
have ar his image, they will wreck 
vpon his.children.and Amballadors in 
whom his Spirir dwells, And onely to 
deface the piQure of an enemy, when 
we cannot come at his perſon, hatha 
little eaſed the (pleen of ſome. The 
Parther will fiercely aſſault the picture, 
for the inveterate and deadly hatred * 
which he beareth to man+ Ic contents 
the Dog to gnaw the ſtone when he 
cannot reach rhe thrower. Ir was well; 
pleaſing to Sau!, fince he could not 
catch David, thar he might have the 
blood of Ahimelech, r Sam. 16. 17,18, 
Thus Mithridates killed his ſon Siphares 
to be revenged on the Mother. Thus 
Progne flew her fon Itis to ſpight her: 
huſband Tereus, Thus Caligula cauſed 
a very faire houſe ro be defaced for 
the pleaſure his Morher had received 
rherein Ir being as true of malice as : 
it is of Jove, that it will creep where It 
cannot goe. TE 
Common eyes may be cheated with 
eafic pretexts, bur he rhat looks tho« 
row the heart at the face both knowes 
and by his word acquaints us, thar the 
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Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 


to the Miniſtry is their hatred againſt 
God and, Chriſt. as when Sathan flew 
ob; ſons and ſervants, his malice was 
againſt Job- Or as when Saul dicted a 
ſpear at Jonathan, his ſpight was agaigſt 
David, 1 Sams. 20. 33: 
True ir is, they are (o blind that 
they think they doe nor hate but love 
God. Bur Jer the word of truth be 


judge, and all rhe powers of their 


ſoutes and bodies doe fight againſt 
him 3 nor a fi»ne nor a veyne of theirs 
buc it wars againſt their Maker, as you 


may plainly ſee, John 15. 23, 24. Rev. 
' 16 9,11, Pjal. 68, 1. & $3. 2, Pſal. 


89. 23. 

He that loves not the members, was 
never a friend to the head , he that 
wrongs the wife is no friead to che 
huſband, he loves neicher thac vilifies 
either : Lip love is bur lying love, 
If thou lovedſt God heartily, thou 
wou:deſt love the things and perſons 
that he loves ; whereas thou hateſt 
the Miniſters of God and Chriſt, even 
for rheir very graces. In a word, He 
that defpifeth a man for being a Mi- 
niſter, or for the graces of God appea- 
ring in him, deſpiſeth and almoſt de- 
ſpightech Chriſt himſelfe, and the yery 
Spirit of God which made him fo, 
Luke 10.16, Excd. 16, 7. Mat. 11. 6. 
The which will one day appear, For 
when vengeance ſhall ſeaze upon 

B 3 them, 
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A Diſcourſe againſt Error, | 


them, they ſhall openly and expreſly 
blaſpheme him to his tace, Rev. 16, 
Oy IL. 


Cunir, VIL 


Nd accordingly God takes what is 
done to his Miniſters or Meffen- 


gers as done to himſelfe, They have not - 


caſt thee away ( ſaith God to Samue! ) 
but they have caſt me away, that 1 ſhould 


net rezgne over thein, 1 Sam. 8.9. 7ou' 
are gathered together againſt the Lord, ' 
ſaid Moſes to Korah, Dathan, and Abti- - 
7am, when they preſumptvouſly told | 
him, that He and Aaron had taken too | 
much upon them. And what is Aaron 


that you murmure againſt him 2 Namb, 
16, 11, And the like to rhe mulri« 


tude, Exod. 16. The Lord heareth your | 
murmuring which you murmure againſt | 
bim. And what ave we ? your murmur* ' 
ings are not againſt ws, but againſt the + 
Lnd, veile 7, 8. Which is appliable 
alſo to ail choſe with us, thar murmure | 


againſt Governours, or for the things 
they want. And ſhould Ged execute 
rewporall judgements now, as 1n the 
time of the Law, there would be z5 
many thouſands deſtroyed amongſt us 
for murmuring, as thee were among 


ihe 


ER goon AS" a: 


Fnmity, and Prophaneſſe, 


the Iſraelites : though it is far worſe. 


to be ſn.itreg, with ſpirituall judges 
ments in this fe, and ſo reſerved ro 
erernall Judgement in the life to 
COMe« 

And apaine, Luke 10, He that hateth 


you hateth me, and he tha deſpiſerh me de- 


(piſeth him that ſent me, verſe 16. And 
againe, He that hateth me (faith our 
Saviour, mraning as he was a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel) hateth my Father alſo, 
John 15. 23. Matih it. 6. Which 
proves a world among us to be God- 
haters, Rem. 1 20. Jobn 7+ 7. Many 
ſuch pl-ces 1 might alleage if I would 
be large. 

If men honoured Chrift, they could 
not deſpiſe his Miniſters, his Ambatla- 


dors 3 If they delpiſe his Miniſters 


they doe not hoaour Ch-ift, and if they 
doe not honour kim he will never 
honour th:m. But it appears zhat iwo 
many value not their Miniſter fo much 
as they do their horſe, which is a figne 
of x deſperare condition. 

The Rebel! faitn, he meanerh no 
hurt to rhe perſon of rhe King, bur 
becauſe he doth ic ro his Deprtty or 
Meſſcnger, he 1s therefore a '[raytyr- 
Thus when the preud Philiſtine defied 
the heſt of Iſrael, David ſaid diretly, 
That he had hlzſphemed God himſelfe, 
1 Sam 17.45. And Rabſhaketh deft- 
ng Iſaiah and Hezekiah, is ſaid to have 
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A Diſcourſe againſt Error, 


railed on the living God, Iſa. 37.4.23.24. 
As eager Wolves will houle againſt the : 
Moon though they cannot reach it. 
Saul, Saul, ( faith Chriſt, ſeing him _ 
make havock of his members) why per- | 
ſecuteſt thou me ? 1 am Jeſus whom 1h | 
perſecuteſt, Atts 9. 4, 5, and Jeſiu was | 
then in Heaven : but it 1s ufuall for | 
the head to ſay when the foot is trod | 
vpon, why tread you upon me 3 Burt | 
becauſe this 1s a truth which many are 
ſtrangers to, for want of experience 
and acquaintance with Gods word, I 
will ſhew you how ir comes to paſſe - 
_ rhar they hate God and Chriſt, and yer 


confidently perſwade themſelves that 
they love him. 


Cnavpr, VIII. 


"THe reaſon is this, They are of rer | 
4 probare judgement. As, if you | 
bur obſerve ir, ſpirituall things are { 
moſtly repreſented umo carnall men | 
falſe and clean contrary to what they 
are indeed, as corporall things ia a | 
Lnoking-glaſſe, wherein thoſe thar are | 
on the right hand ſeem to be on the | 
left, and thoſe which are on the leſt 
hand ſeem to be on the right 3 as." 
Paul confeſſed ir fared with him ws | 
6 | 


at Conn ET. SL i AS 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 


he was in his naturall condition, Aﬀs 


26.9, And this is it that makes them 
call evill good, and good evill 3 bitier 
ſweet, and ſweet bitter 5 to juſtifie 
the wicked and condemn the juſt, as 


the Prophet complaines, Iſa. 5. 20, 23. 


As it were eafie ro multiply inſtances 
out of the Word, I could pive you an 
hundred texrs, if not particular caſes, 
could I ſtand upon it. For as if they 
wore their braines in their bellies, and 


their guts in their heads 3 they nick- 


name and miſtake each thing, att:on, 
and perſon ſpirituall, calling wiſdome 


. fooliſhnefſe'or madneflie ; or madneſſe 


and fooliſhneſſe wiſdome, 1 Cor 1.18, 
20, 23. 

F They cenſure true faith in the 
godly to be preſumption, and think 
their own preſumprion to be faith, 2 
Chron. 32. 1, 14. Rom. 8. 38, 39. 

They account the ſincere Chiiftian 
an Hypucri:e, and the greateſt Hypo. 
crite, viz. He that is a Chriſtian in 
name onely, they acquit of hypocritie, 
Job 4+ 6. Ija. 66. 3. 

They thinke ſuch enemies to the 
ſtate who are the greateſt friends yea 
props to a ſtate, and thoſe friends who 
are the greateſt enemiics, 1 Kings 18 
17,18. Gen. 39. 5, 20, 21. Job 22. 
30. Iſa. 6. 13. | 

They account rrve valovr and forti- 
tude to be cowardlineſſe and puſillani- 

nirys 


ad << 
y 3 


® Aﬀs 26,24. 
Wiſd. 5. 4. 
Gen. 41, 8. 
jd 5. 13; 
Prov. 28.11, 
Ter. 4 22. 
I Cor, 3, 19. 
Exod 1. 10, 
loſh. 9.4. 
Prov. 10. 18, 
Rom. 16. 19; 
Iohn 10. 20, 


P Ats 26. 24, 


2 Kings 9.Ul, 
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mity, 41d: puſillanimiry the onely 
conrage and valour, Prev 3Q. 1, 2, 

They think the godly are pure in 
their own eyes, when it is indeed 
themſe}ves, as wanting the lighr of 
Gods Spirit, and the eye of faith, 
Ha. 64. 6. 

They glory in their ſhame, and are 
aſhamed of that which ſhould. and 


would be their only glory, Phil.3. 165, 


Gen.- 19, 34. Jude v. 4. 
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They make the mercy of God the + 
onely motive for them to continue in ' 
fr, which fhould be their, chiefe mo- . 
tive to make them fear God, Pſalme 


I30. 4, 

Whereas the Godly render - them 
good for evill, they againe render 
rhem the greateſt evill for the greateſt 
good, even perſecute them to the 
death for ſhewing them the way to e- 
retnall life, Pſ. 35. 12, 1074. Aﬀs 5, 
30, LO 34. & 7. 52, to 60. Fer. 20. 
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'ET Us admoniſh them never ſo | 
mildly, they will fay, we take too 
z»nch opon vs, yea they will even boalt | 
_ of their adulteries, blaſphem God, rear | 
Ebriſt in pieces, and ſay when told of | 
; "18 


Fnmity, and Prophaneſſe. 


jr, what is that to us ? But how wiſe 
they are in it, ler the indifterenc 
judge 3 For, | 

Firſt, God moſt ſtrily commands 


and requires the duty, Heb. 3.13. 2 


Tim. 2. 25, And commends the pra- 
fice of it, Rev.2 2,6, and condemns 
the Contrary, ve 20, 

Secondly, They may as well fay, 
what is Chriſt ro us? what ts Heaven 
to Us ? or whar is Salvation to us ? fpr 
ro us the one cannot be without the 


other- We ſhall never inheric part of © 


his glory in Heaven, if we doe not taxe 
his glories part vpon earth 

Thirdly, Not to admoniſh our bro- 
ther is to hate him, Thou ſhalt not hate 
thy brother in thy heart, but theu ſhalt 
' plainly tell him of his faults, and not ſufſer 
him to ſin, Levit. 19. 179, Men may 
think themſelves friends, bur he is 
an unfaithful friend that (with Jonadab 
ro Amnon, or with that Adullamite to 
Judah, Gen. 38. 12,ro 24,) will be a 
Pandar to wickednefſe. And he thac 
ſhall rake from friendſhip the. libercy 
. ofa modeſt reproofe, leaves nothirg 
to diſtinguiſh it from flatrery ; Yea 
even modeſty in friendſhip is an odi- 
ous vice, when one lets his friend run 
on in abſurdiries for fear of diſpkeaſing 
him. Well may I hide or excoſe my 


friends faults to other, but never from 


 himſelfe 3 for this is ro kill him with 
kind- 
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vindoeſle, and to looſe a ſoule leaſt! F 


ſhould looſe a friend. 


F; 
£ 
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Four cthly, Not to doe it 1s to make | 


our ſelves guilty both of their ſin and - 


ruine, Exe 3.18. ro22. Yea even 


Seneca an Heathen could fay, That he 
_ who bears with the vices of his friend 


makes them his own. Shall we then 
hear our Saviaur abuſed and hold our 
peace ? No Lord, if we doe not now 
ſtand for thee, we ſhall never be able 


. PE ns, ct 22) hs. 


at the great day co ſtand before. 


thee, 


2.7, 8, Or manifeſt our ſelves his by 
adoption and repeneration. We all 
profefle our ſelves ro he rhe Sons of 


God, but he is a very bad Son that can 


wich patience hear his righteous Fas 
ther blaſphemed and diſhonoured. 

W-<ll borne children are touched to 
the quick with the 19juries of their Pa- 
rents, and to be filent in this caſe 1s 
no Jeſſe chen treaſon, making a man 
acceſſiry to what the other does. And 
curſed be chat patience that hindreth a 
man from godlineſle. 

Sixchly, By our faithfull admonlti- 
on we- may poſlible win our brother, 
and (o ſave his ſoule, 1 Cor. 7. 16. Mart. 
18.15, And lo good is a word tn due 
ſeaſon, as wiſe Solomon ſpeaks Prov. 15. 


Fifchly, We cannot love God and 
patiently hear him blaſphemed, 2 Pet. 


23. that a poor Hebrew girle-proves a | 
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means to make the greateſt Lord of 
Syria a ſubjet to God, 2 Kings 5.'2, 
ro 15. AndgTI am guilty of the loſſe of 
that ſoule I might ſave and doe not 3 
what muſt we helpe the Afﬀſe of onr 
enemy couching under his burden, 
and ſhall we not much more relieve 
his ſoule. Befides it not ſeldome falls 
out, that if this office be nor done by. 
private Chriſt:ans, it is like never ro be _ 
done : For many drunkards, blaſphe- * 

mers, and ſuch like, either come nor 
at all to hear the word, or if they doe 
they will never apply it to themſelves, 
EKcept the Miniſter ſhould parricular- 
ly name them, which in publique he 
may not doe. ln which caje how 
ſhould ic incourage vs to admoniſh 


our brorher 3 when if we prevaile, we 


may prove the means of ſaving him, ar 
leaſt we ſhall have bleſſings from him, 
as Abigail had from David, 1 Sam. 25. 
32, 33- If we prevaile not, we have 
yet bleſſings from God, and thanks of 
our Own hearts, | 
Now lay all together, and fee how 
(ſhwt cheſe men ſhoot in ſaving, whar 
3s it ro us that we ſhonld interupc 
them in their wickednefſe ? Are they 
not of a reprobate judgement ? if fo, 
regard not their ſcoffes, bur difcharge - 
thy duty, Let thy firſtcare be, ro be 
good thy ſelfe 3 thy rext care, to 
make others ſo. If thou fe:it chem 
minded 


ov 


vanned by the publique aire, Ir is 
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minded to doe any evil], doe thy beſt | 
ro ſtay them, like the wife of Pilate,who | 
counſelled her huſband not to con-. 
demn Chriſt : For it befits the mur- | 


therers of the Son of Ged onely to ſay 


in this cafe, What is it to us 2 Look thug | 
107t, Mat. 29. 4. And with God it is} 
much about one, whether to be doers | 


of evill or no hinderers. Let not then 
diſcretion deſtroy devotion, nor policy 
thiuſt out piety. | 


Indeed diſcretion hath its office, | 


and muſt ever attend our Zeale. 


Our Reproof muſt be both milde, | 
and ( if it may conveniently) in pri-| 


vare. 
For the firſt of theſe, Our-reprehen- 


fion though it doe warme like water | 
In a bathe, yer it muſt not be —_ | 


hot. We have often known the wea 


beginnings of a likely fire ſcattered | 


or pur out with au overſtrong blaſt. 


Secondly , Our reproof and good | 


counſel} mutt be like our almes in ſc- 


Cret, and fo as, if poſſible, none may 


Know of it. The diſcreet Chyrurgion 
that would cure a modeſt patient, 
whoſe ſecret complaint hath in it more 


ſhame then paine. ſhuts out all eyes 
fave his own. Diſcaled eyes enduwie | 
not an unmaſqued Sun, nor does the | 


wound but wranckle more which is 
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the beſt remedy which is leaſt ſeen 
and molt felr. 
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CHAP, RX. 


UT to give you other inftances, 

Their very mercy and kindnelle 

1s civelty, as it fares with drunkards 
and adulterers. | 

They rejed# the Command ments of 
God that they may obſerve the traditions af 
men, gving eur anto (pirits of erreur and 
dofFrines of Devills, Mark 9- 8,9. 2 
Tim. 4. 1. 

They think they doe God good ſerw ce 
in wronging and killing of bu children and 
Prephets, John 16. 2. As Paxl did in 
perfecuting 3 and the Jewes in execu- 
ting Chr:ſt, 

If I bring to your memory ſome 
particulars of this, it well deſerves ir. 

That Monke thought he did a work 
of ſuper erogation, who poiſared 
Henry the ſeventh Emperor of Ge 
with the Sacramentall Bread : Andfo 
did the Powder- Traytors, intending ro 
blow vp this whole State, Mazximiman 
tnought the blood of Chrifizans wovld 
be an acceptable ſacrifice to his Gods. 
So Franc the ſecond of France, and Fi- 
&p the ſecond of Spaine, thought of the 

 Lathe- 
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Lutherans blood in their dominions, 
In the fixth Counſel of Toledo, it was e- 
nated, That the King of Spaine ſhould 
ſuffer none to hve in his dominions 
thar profetſed not the Roman Catholick 
Reiigion 3 whereupon King Philip ha- 
ving hardly eſcaped Shipwrack as he 


returned from the Low-Ceuntries, ſaid | 


chat he was delivered by the ſingular 


providence of God te root ont Luthera- | 


aiſme ; which he preſently begaiito do, 
profeſſing that he had rather have no 


Subje&s then ſuch. In which opinion | 
many depart; bur as many go to a Lot- 


tery, with heads full of hopes, bur re- 


rurne with hearts full of Blanks, ſo will } 


Ic one day fare with theſe men. But 
£0 We ON, 

They think to be ſaved by Chiff, 
when they take up armes againſt him, 
They will ſay they love God and Chriff, 
and yer hate all that any way reſemble 
him. They will doe rhe Devills works 
one]y, and yet look for Chriſts wages, 


exped that Heaven ſtiould meet them } 
at their laſt houre, when all heir life | 
long they have gallopped in the bea- * 


ten road towards Hell, 


yet fall ſhort of the Devills in beiie- 
ving, James 2. 19, They think of good 
living, as Feſtus did of great learning, 
that it makes a man mad. : 

They think the ſervice of God,which 


ON 
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Y 


They will boaſt of a ſtrong faith and | 
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is the greateſt freedome, to be bon» 
daze 3 and to ſerve their own lufte, 
and therein the Devyill, whoſe ciptives 
they are, the only freedome, * where- 
of a few Inſtances. 


BE -+"DEG ——. 


CHAP. 7 Þ 


77 are they that turne to God: 
bar themlſeives of all finfuil de- 
lighcs and pleaſures, yea are reſtrained, 
in their very thoughts : they may a+ 
 tisfie themſelves to the full and be ap- 
plauded for it 3 As © whar a poor flave 
do they hold the man of a ceader con-; 
ſcience to be! They dare ſwear, and 
blaſphem;why ? their congues are their 
own : Whereas we feare an Oath; 
They dare ſpend their rime in dalli- 
ance, and after make it the'r glory : 
We dare not make the members of 
Chriſt rhe limbs of an harlot, feariug 
leaſt. Heaven ſho.fid be ſhur againſt ns 
for the fih,, and Hell {wailow us for 


2t 
K John 8. 34« 
36. Rom. 6. 
IS, I8. 22. } 


Pſal. 2. 34 4s 
2 Tim, 2,46. © 


| P/al, I2, 4: 


boaſting of the fin. They dare Jeny | 


any fact, and waper lies, with that 
Grandfither of lies and lyars ; We 
dare not.te}l an untroth though ir 
were to fave-our ſoules, 3 relieve the 
poor, to honour God, {hey care drin' 


% \ 
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thentelves nto- beaits ; we dar 
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leaſt we ſhould never be recovered a- 


eaine unto men. They dare oppreile 
the poor , revenge all. wrongs done 
them, (9c. We dare -not fo re- 
proach our Maker, nor wring Gods 
weapon out of his hand. They dare 
ſm God in the face, and preſume upon 
his patience ; we fear him as a conſu- 
ming fire. In ftne they dare hazard 
the breaking of their necks 3 we 


would not willingly break our ſhins. - 


Yea how does the indifferent world- 
ling appland himſelfe therein, toge- 
ther with his own diſcretion and moe 
deration, For ſeing this man vexed 
for his zeale, that other hated for his 
knowlege, a third perſecuted for the 
profeſſion of his faith, &g'c. He ſayes 
within h:mſelie, well fare a quiet ig* 
norance 3; ſo his body is bur like a 


lamp cf, ſcarce moving, earth, and his | 


ſoule'a ſtanding puddle in the midlt 
Many more Inſtances I might give 
you, Touching 


© Happineſſe, Luke 6, 26, & 18, 13. | 


Fer. 4. 4% Mark 16; 16. Toh,3. 16.18. 

Bn 6.16: 18. 22. Pſal. 2. 3,4. & 

10.3. & 12.4. 2 Tim. 2. 26. Mab.3. 15+ 

Rev. 3.17. 1 Theſ 5.3. ; 
Fortitude, Prov 2851,2+ Rev.12. 13, 

nn. Aﬀs 21,31.2-13, Mat.10.28. 

tt” Gin, Luke 8, 15+ Prov. 13.19. Mat. 


945, 11g 12, 13: Luke 7.331 34+ Mar,7 
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14. 1 Pet, 4418. Pſ. 35.13.16. 
Holineſſe, As 26. 9, Exod. 8. 26. 
T Cor. 4. 10, & 2. 14+. Prov. 13.19, 
Pſal. 14. 1. ler. 44.16. to 19. ; 
Lyve, Pſ.119.57.972. & 17.14, 
Fear, Pro. 28. 1,2. Rom.2«I4,15, 
Anger, As 7.52. to 60, Aﬀs 5. 30. 
to 34. Prov.12.10. Rev.18.19,20. 


Toy, 1 Pet. 2. 7,8. lohn3, 15. Mat. 


11. 19. 

Bur I will add onely one, and that 
ſhall be how the Scribes, Phariſes, and 
High Prieſts, judged of our Saviours 
aRions, who made an i)! conſtruction 
- of wharſoever he did or ſpake. For 
when he wrought miracles, he was a 
Sorcerer 3 when he caſt our Devills, 
it was by the power of Devills 3 when 


he reproved finners, he was a Seducer 3 


when he received ſinners, he was their 
fvourer 5 when he kealed the fick, 
he was a breaker of the Sabbath, g9c. 
John 7. For as an ll ſlomach tifrnes all 
it receives into ill humours, or as the 
Spider converts eveiy thing ſhe eats, 
and the Viper every thing ſhe tonch- 
- ethy into poiſon 3 ſo rhey, whatſoever 
they heard or (aw in our Seaview! : Yee 
Judas one of his Apoſtles, being wicke 
ed, was a5 wiſe as the reft, who rated 


the ointment of Mary at 3oo pence, to' 


- doe her a diſpleaſure, and his Maſter 
(who was Lord of all the world ) but 
C 2 ar 
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at thirty-pence 3 wickednefſe haviag | 
blinded him. 


Er. 


CHap, XII. 


| 
AN which, is wotth the obſer v.ng, | 
the more eminent the man aud | 

his gifts are, and the more good he| 
doth by his preaching, che more they | 
 ſpighr bim aud the greater is their þ 
- malice againſt him 3 as we may ſee by | 
their uſage of S* Payl and 84r Savicur | 
Criſt himfelfe. :It is onely a Job the} - 
Devill delights to vex with anguiſh. | 
It is ſome Peter whom he chiefly de- | 
fires ro winnow, and. the ſame with} 
his inſtruments, as their conſciences | 

| can acquaint them, would they hear- 
|. ken to ir- For wicked men are fome- | 
| times cympelied ro approve and ho- } 
nour them tht are crowned wirh | 
| theſe gifts of the Spirit, as Pharach of | 
'Y Moſes, Saul of David, the Philiſtines | 
| and Hittites of Abraham and David, the | 
f Agyptians of Joſeph, Herod of , Fobn | 
Baptift, Pilate of Chriſt, and Felix of | 
| Paul 8 | | 
b , For the truth is, A good converſati- | 
on of it ſelfe confounds the adverſary, | 
edifies our neighbor, and glorifies God | 
our Father in Heaven, | | 


True, 


Enmity, and Prophantſſe, 


Troe, neir malice is ſo ſtrong, their 
prejudice fo prear, and their judge- 


meut ſo reprobare, that, like Anaxago- 


16,they will not be convinced thar the 


 ſmowis white; yea by a juſt judgement | 
of God in giving them up t0 ſtrong delu» 


ſions, for mit receiving the truth in love, 
2 Theſ. 2,10, 11. They are become of 
Pyrrbons condition , who would nor 
believe what his eyes ſaw, and his 
eares heard : Nor would all the plagues 
of Egypt doe any good vpon them, as 
it fared with Pharoah, and fee how it 
fared with him 3 Though by one 


: plague he had loft the fruits of the 
| earth, by another the fru't cf his cat- 


tle, by a third the light of his eyes by 
a fourth the fruit of his loynes, even 
all the firſt borne of Egypt, &c, yet 
as if all this could not content him, 
he wevld not give over rill he mer 
wich vtrer deftruQion, till he Was 
drowned and damned. 
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'ND fo have given you another 


ments are dire&ly oppoſite ro truth, 
they read practicall divinity wirh the 
Devills ſpeRacles, Juſt as Schoilers do 


C 3 He- 


reaſon of the point, Their judge- 
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*, Hebrew, backward. Either taking the 


conceptions of the Holy Ghoſt to be an 
advlrerous ſeed, as once it fared with 
Foſegh touching Maries being with 


' childe, Mat. 1. 19- Or contraiily the 


Conceptions of Satan, viz. thoughts | 
and afte&ions which ſpring from 

pride, Juſt, ignorance, &c. to be the 
ſpiritual conceptions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to come trom Zeale and piety, as 
once Elf, 1 Sam, 1. 14. and thoſe 


_ mockers, As 2. imputed the true work 


of the Spirir to drunkennelle 3 which 


makes them prefer Barrabas, a thieke, 


a murtherer, a ſeditionary, infamous, - 
for all, odious to all, before Chriſt that 
Came to iave them. Wherefore if we 
be wiſe, we will read their words back- 
ward, uideiftand them by contraries, 
count their reproaches our glory. 

As for Inflance , Doe they call thee 
Round-head, os nothing more frequent in 
their mouths > Underſtand by it, Saint. 
For a Chriſtian indeed, as thou art, 1 a 
Roun1-head in the Devills language * and 
a Chriſtian in na'ne onely, 3s \uch a one 1s, 
is an Athei(t in Gods language | 

However I pray God keep me from 
being an honeſt man according to 
their deſcription. 

Beſides no wiſe man that obſerves | 
their life and praQtice, bur will choſe 
rather to be aiipraiſed then commen* 
ded by them ; but will think their 

_ diſlike 
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diſ}ke of him, an honour : yea a yery 
Heathen would choſe his Religion by 
ſuch mens enmity. For it is the ho- 
nour 0f Religion and goodneffe that 
it hach druckards, ſwearers, ignorant 

erſons, (9c. for her malitious adver- 
Ge 3 as Tertulltan thought much the 
betrer of Chriſtianity becauſe Nero pers 
ſecured it; and theretore the applauſe 
of ignorant and evill men hath ever 
been vilipended by the wiſe and ver- 
TOUS. 

'To be praiſed by evill men, ſayes 
Bion, is to be praiſed for evill doing. 


And Ariſtotle when ſuch ſpake good : 


words of him, anſwered, what evill 
have I done that theſe ſpeak well of 
me ? Luther made the reproaches and 
evill ſpeeches of his enemies a matter 
of great joy to him. 1t is the higheſt 
degree of honour and repurarion ſayes 
Epifters to be evilſpoken of when we 
do well. And Job is of his judgement, 
Fob 31. 35, 36, 37+ To be diſliked 
of evill men fayes Seneca, is to be 
praiſed for goodneſſe. And Luther the 
like, I rejoyce, fayes he, that Sathan 


| ſo rages and blaſphemes, it is likely I 


doe him and his kingdome the more 
miſchiefe. Whence Jerome told Auſten 
it was an evident ſigne of glory ro him 
ma all Hereticks did hate and traduce 

im, | 
Their diſpraiſe is a mans honour, 
C 4 their 
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their praiſe his diſhonour : So that 
the berrer they ſpeak of a Miniſter the 
worle, and the worſe the better, had 
their Hearcrs the witt to conſider 
It. 

Though ir falls out far otherwiſe, 
For whileſt thus mn call evill good 
and good evill, true piety is much hin- 
dereied in her piogreſle 2: onely the 
wiſe ard goed will judge of things, 
aftioas, and perſons, by the. rule of 
Gods word and rectified reaſon Ard 
ſo much of contemning and rraducing | 
Chriſts faithfoll Ambaſſadors of the Mi- 
niſtcy, which is enough to prove that 
millions who chink chey love God, doe 
indeed and in good earneſt hare. him, 


> For our love to God i3 beſt known by 


eur reſp:& to and uſage of his Mel: 
ſengers. 


CHAP. IVY, 


| Fr wag here take Occaſion alſo to 
ſhew you, thar as it is for Gods, and 
for Chriſts, and for goodneſſe ſake, 
that they hate a ſaichfull Minifter-; So 
this, their harred for goodnefle is'nor 
an ordinary hatred, but the moſt bitter 
e&9: bitanr, unlimited, and implacable 
of all others, As 5: 54. * And that 
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it extends not alone to this or that l 
perſon, but to all the generation of | 
Gods children and ſervants, Efth. 3. | 
s 6.9.13, Pſal, 83. 4. 12. Micha 3. 2. | 
Bur for breyiries lake I paſſe it. | 
f Apaine, I ſhould proceed to give | 
you. other grounds and reaſons of mens 
ſpight and malice to the Miniſtry : 
Atv, 

Firſt, That the bet wages that ever 
wilfn!l finners could afford Chrijts Am- 
baſſadors, for reproving their fins, and 
denouncing Gods - judgements againſt 
them for the tame, not ſparing to ut* 
ref the whole counſel] of God, ro the 
eng they may ſoundly repent and be- 
lieve, hath been end is either haired, } 
or baſe l-nguage, or blowes ; eicher a -Y 
ſtocks, or a priſon, os baniſhwenr, of 
death. Or if ſome have ſped betrer 

_ then their feliowes, and have not 
been killed for their kindnetle, it 1s 
even for this very reaſon, that wiczed 
men cannot have their wills, F:hn 7.7» 
Prov. 15. I2. Amos 5. 10+ Gal. 4. 16. 
Fer, 1. 17. and 15. 10+ but 1 for- 
bear. 

Secondly, I ſhould ſhew you, that 
as the beſt Miniſters are} maligned, 
perſecuted, and evill ſpoken of by 
their carnal Hearers, ſo they ſufter no 
leſs from others of their ownCoat,uize 
Falſe Teachers and Intruders into the Mi- 
niſtry, as from 

Non- 


- 


_— a x. 
o Anais, Aer Oe WG ES. GAA A 444 hes, - 


| 
| 
j5 
[ 


40 


A Diſconrſe againſt Error, 


Non preaching 
and Miniſters. 
Un-preaching 


and 
Preachers that are no Miniſters, 
Who like Potiphars wife, have enely 
the garment of an honeſt man to 


prove their diſhoneſt cauſe. 


Nor could theſe enemzes 16 the Croſſe 
sf Chrift wind themſelves into favour, 
did they not work the more worthy 
out of favour. They have no way 
ro build vp their own credits, bur ont 
of the ruines of others diſgrace: 

Now theſe falſe Apoſtles deale with __ 
the true miniſters of Ch-ift, as Zedaþi- 
ah, and the reſt of thoſe 400 falſe Pre- 
phets did by Michata, 1 Kings 22. And 
the Baalites by Elijah, 1 Kings 18. And 
thoſe other falſe Prophets by Fere- 
miah, ler. 26. 8, 9, & chap, 36. Aud 
the Priefts and Phariſes with [obe, 
Mats 9. 34. and likewife with our Sa- 
viour Chriſt, Luke 11.15, And Simon 
Magus by Philip, A#s 8. And the falſe 
Apoſt tes, rogerher with Elimas the ſorce- 


Als-19-4- er, Demetrius the ſilver ſmith, and Alex- _ 


ander the Copper-(mith, did by $* Paul, 
2 Tim. 4. 14, 16. As 13.8, And as 
thoſe of the Synagrgue dealt with Ste- 
ven, Acts 6, Yea, it is admitable how 
theſe falſe Apoſtles, or falſe Teachers, 
being privily crept into rhe Church 
to doe miſchife, Gal. 2. 4. doe con- 

RN? cur 
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_ cur in ſlandering the perſons and ſligh- 
ting the Sermons of the moſt grave, 
godly, judicions , and orthodox Di- 
vines 3 How they ſhupen their 
tongues and pens, and how deep they 
. dip them in the gall of the red Dragon, 
thar they may vent bitter things a- 
gainft the true and faithfull Miniſters 
of the Goſpel. 


—_—— —_——___—_— 
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CHAP. XV; 


RB of all theſe three forts, thoſe 
that undertake to Preach and yet 
are no Miniſters, though rhey be men 
of mean parts, yet theſe doe the moſt 
miſchife of all to good Miniſters, I 
mean your Anti-nomzans, Anti- Trintta- 
rians, Anti-ſcriptariſts, Enthuſtaſts, Fami= 
liſts, Seekers, Ranters, Shakers, Quakers, 
and wany the like, who are al deadly - 
enemies tO the Miniſtry 3 ever and in 
all companies rayling againſt them, 
flandering their perſons, and ſlighting 
their Sermons. 

As if you obſerve it, None more 
thruſt themſelves forward into The 
Battle chen theſe Dwarfs and Demi lan- 
ces; A ſort of people thatare meer 
Atomes in true being, yet bigger then 
Giant in their own Opimon ; 1 mean 

Mecha- 
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Mechanick Weavers, Coblers, Taylors, 
Najlors, Felt-makers, and the like, Theſe 
are they thar by their rayling upon 
and reviling the true Miniſters of 
Chrift, terming them Antichriſtian, Ba- 
als Prieſt;, Legalliſts, Troublers of the | 
Natien, with whole loads of the like ; 
ſaying, their calling is Anti-chriſtzan, 
and their Maintenance Anti-chriſftan- 
Yea they creep into Pu!pits and pravate 
meetings for no other end,: bur either 
to deceive the ſimple and poiſon them 
wich errours, or to cayle agunft che 
trve Miniſtry. | 

Theſe are they that have filled the 
N4auon fo full of damnable errours, 
as Generall Redemytion, Free will, De- 
wying the Trinity, the Reſurre&tion, the 
Immortality of the S1ule, that there is 
any other Hell bur h*re in this life, 
denying the Scriptares wo be the word of 
God, at leaſt that the Law js of any uſe, 
and a hundred the like Opinions 3 
whereof many are ſuch deſperate and 
damnahle ones, that withour a miracle. 
of mercy there is no hope of pardon 
for the broachers of them. 

Thefe are they that have made both 
Miniſters and Miniſtry coatemptible, 
and. both Preaching and Preachers 
vile. So that though ir be hard to fay 
whether theſe or the former (men- 
pieaſers and ſerpentine Preachers) doe 
the moſt miſchicfe, yet in aſmuch as 

| theſe 
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theſe d<ceive under a ſhew of holineſſe 
and for the moſt pact teek ro pervert 
thoſe thar are already converted 3 and 
in that they not onely hate and for+ 
ſake all Chriſt's faichfull Miniſters 
themſelves, but ( like the dog in the 
manger) make all they converſe with 
ro foriake them roo, whereby their 
Miniſtry becomes allmoſt inefte&uall, 
(for thouſands hereby are eirher hard- 
ned in evill, or hindred in-good.) So 
I fear nor to affirme, that of all, thefe 
are the worſt of all 3 of theſe | ſay, and 
how godly Miniſters doe (uffec from 
them, I ſhou!d pive you an account, 
but I forbear untill a fiiter occafion. 
And fo come to one ground or reaſon 
more, of mens ſpight and walice to rhe 
Miniftry, with which I will corclude, 


CnuaPr. XVI, 


Qty and laſtly, Our godly and 
conſcientious Miniſters are hated, 
traduced, and evill ſpoken of by moſt 
of their own Pariſhioners, yea, rob'd 


| of their dues and meanes, becauſe chey 


will not indifterently admit to and ad- 
mniltey the Sacrament of the Lords fapper 
30 all char ofter themſelves, nor give it 
men at home when they are ſick " wn 

Of-® 


A Diſcourſe againſt Error, 


former times, Yea, by reaſon of this 
they are either forced to ſtraine their 
conſciences, or looſe the favour of all 
ignorant and carnall men in their ſe- 
verall congregations, for rhis makes 


them that were pritty faite, and civill 
before, become mad. 


What ſhall they be examined, or 
( as they pleaſe to call it ) Catechiſed 
by rheir Parſon, who, in the reverend 


Biſhops time, for twenty or fourty 


yeares together, were never ſo much 
as queſtioned ? No they ſcorne it, 


and from that day they will hate him 


to the very death 3 and conſult one 
with another how to doe him- miſ- 
chiefe,though bleſſed be God all they 
can doe ( fince the times are turned 
about ) is to ſhew their teeth, and 


detaine their meanes. In which caſe 
the preſent times are with Miniſters ' 


boih berrer, and worſe then ever they 
were- Better in that wicked men can 
expe no aid or fayour from author!ty 


whereby to filence or creſha godly 


Miniſter; worſe'in that Minifters want 
that power to recover their own 
which they had formerly. Whereby 
it falls out that not a few of them 
want ſuſtenance for their families. O 
that his Highneſſe would: provide that 
the Miniſtry might be ſo maintained, 
as that they may live comfortably; 
without carking and caring what _y 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 
ſhall doe when their own temporall 


meanes js gone, The Lord hath come .- 


' mitted the foules of Magiſtrates ro 
their Miniſters, but the bodies of Mi- 
niſters to the Magiſtrates. And jn- 
deed whar ſhall become of the Minj- 
ſry, if there be no Lawes, and what 
of ' mens ſoules, if there' be no Mj- 
niſters. 

-Ir's a thing that often rakes up my 


thoughts, what Iſh>uld doe if I were 


a Miniſter in theſe times, and how I 
ſhould keep a good correſpondence 
..with my conſcience, and with my 
flock, 1 meane ſo many of chem as 
were carnall. For godly, and conſci- 
entious Miniſters are now in a won*- 
_ derfull ftraire, (their good Lord af- 


fift and provide for them ;) for if they 


pleaſe their carnall friends even ip 
this particular of adminiſtring them 
the Sacrament ( having now power 
to reſtraine them which they had nor 
formerly ) they diſpleaſe God, and 
he will hate and condemne them ; if 
they pleaſe God, and their own con- 
ſciences, they diſpleaſe their friends, 
and they will hate, vex. traduce, and 
almoſt ſrarve them. So that chey may 
firly be compared to the Gibeonites, 
who, if rhey made not their peace 
with loſbua, muſt dy by ſtrangers, if 
they did make their peace with him 
they mult dye by neighbors. Or to 

<4 Suſqe 
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| Suſanna who if ſhe did yeild unto the 


As 4 18. 19. 
fare he well or ill, he will go on in the 


rage, betray the peoples fou'es, nor 


' diſcharge his conſcience from the 


Teceive this holy Sacrament, which is 


- Our ſoules, not as immortall feed to | 


live, then we ear, nor is there any pol- 


A Diſcourſe again; Error, 


mo Elders, muſt looſe her chaſtity, and 
hazzrd her ſoules it ſhe did nor yeild 
ſhe muſt looſe her life. For Miniſters 
have a Wolfe by the eares,, which they 
can neither ſtay nor let go with ſafety, 


Nevettheleſſe, all will not vtterly 
diſh:arten a fairhfull Miniſter, by 


diſcharge of his duty. He will not our | 
of coverouſnefſſe, or for want of con: 


let them (if he. can helpe ir) cun 
upon the ſwords point 3 bur thinks i 
better to looſe mens favours, then 
their ſcales. | Th 

And therefore he will be ſue to} 


burchen of any ones blood : which 
he could not doe if he ſhould admire- 
very ignorant and carnall wretch to 


appointed as ipirituall food ro nouriſh 


beger us anew to Chriſt. For as in the 
naturall. ſo in the ſpirituall : Firſt we- 


fibility of eating either corporeally or | 
ſpirirually before we be borne. And 
were men ſo wiſe as they. ſhould be, 
they would bleſſe. God for;giving 
them ſuch a Miniſter, as will:give a 
check to their preſumptious : confi- 

5” dence, 
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dence, and not let them run blndfold 


upon their own damnation, | 

Nor would they think it any difpa- 
ragemenr to their greatnelle ( be they 
Parents, Maſters, or Magiſtrates ) if 
Chriſts Ambaſſador ſhall (as he is bound) 
require them to give ſome teſtimony 
thar they are Chriſtians, before they 
iatrude thermſe;yes ro the Lords Table, 
Yea they will, as Chriff hath comman- 
| ded them, be ready to give a reaſon of 
the hype that #s in them, chough in the 
preſence of others that are not fo rich, 
ancient, or learned as themlſeives, 
though they have never in {> many 
years been examined. And indeed, 
none bur proud and ignorant perſons 
- Will ſtand upon compariſons in Gods 
worſhip ; For pretend they what 
they will, the genuine realon of their 
ſtifneſſe is, they are aſhamed ro make 
known their grolle ignorance. 

Here | might take Occation to 
prove, That all ignorant and ſcandalous 
perſons ought to be reſtrained from co- 
ming to the Lords Table. And why ? 
their Miniſter may nor admit them, 
except he would make himſclfe guilty 
of their miſcarriages : bat ronching 
this, I refer the Reader ro ME Phil þ 
Goodwin, His Fvangclicall Communicant, 
the laſt Impreſſion. 
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CHAP. AVIL. 


Nd fo much of the Grounds, Rea- 
fons, and Cauſes of mens Spight 
to the Miniftry, and why the beſt Mi- 
niſters are not ſeldome the leaſt re- 
ſpeed which is enough to prove that 
millions who think they love God, doe 
indeed and in good earneſt hate, and 
aually oppoſe him all they can. 

Nor needs there any more to clear 
and cheer vp all Chriſfts faithfull ſer- 
vants of the Miniſtry, from being et- 
rher blamed by others, or diſmayed in 
themſelves : For Virgil moft excel> 
lently and profoundly couples the 
knowledge of cauſe, and the conqueſt 
of all fears, togerher. 

Behold here are their maine cauſes ; 
and yet to ſpeak properly,they have no 
cauſe or reaſon at al for their ſo doings 
for no evill deed can have a good Reze 
ſon. So that every good and faithfull 
Miniſter may take up thoſe words of 


complaint from the Prophet David, 


which he very often uſeth. They are 
mine Enemies without a cauſe, and they 
hate me without a cauſe, &c. Pſal. 38, 7. 
8& 69. 4. They have no juſt cauſe or ' 
reaſon to hate me and become mine 
enemies 3 no more have theſe though 
they pretend many cauſes, and have 
many by-ends and reaſons in ir : of 

which 


Enmity, and Prophaneſſe. 
which I have given you ſome, at leaſt fo 
many as wiil down. 

For I have found by long experi. 
ence, That of all other Books ( be 
they of what ſubje& ſocver) few will 
: daigne to look upon, much life buy 
one, that tends to the Vindication of 
the Miniſtry. Yea ſhew them the Ti- 
tle-page of a book wherein the Minj- 
ſtry is mefitioned ( except it be ro 
raile aginſt and cry them down) they 
have no mind nor liking to that, or to 
any other under that notion, yea not 
ſeldome in this c:ſe will they fall a 
- curſing and railing, ſuch is their de- 
- villiſh enmity to the Miniſtry, and fo 
deſperately wicked are a great mary. 
| Indeed this is not the caſe of all, bur 
' generally moſt men have the ſame 
ſpawn of enmity in their hearts, 
though they doe not fo apparently 
ſhaw ir. Thewhich any experementall 
Chriſtian may perceive, that but cons» 
yerſeth a while wich your Croll men, 
formall Chriſtians, and Proteſtants at 
large > Though there needs no other 
proof then their unwillingneſle co pay 
"Miniſters their dues. 

Bur this ſufficiently ſhews how they 
ſtand afteRed ro the Miniſtry, and 
how dearly they love Chrift, whoſe 
Goſpel and glad tidings of ſatuation he 
| ſends them to Preach. In my judge- 
ment there cannot be a greater argu-= 
D 2 ment 
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ment to prove, that the moſt even a« 
mongſt us that profefſe our ſelves 
Chrijttans, and of the beſt and moſt 
reformed Religion, are mear God-haters | 
and maltgnan's to all true piety, O 
chat men would think of it, and lay | 
the ſame to heart ; however 1t ſo aſtos 
niſhes me, that 1 am not aſhamed to 
rell them of ir' often, though 1 ſpeak 
rhe ſame things againe and againe, 
as well knowing how mindlefſe and 
blockiſn they are. But look to it my 

-obrethren, for how this will be anſwe- 
red to their Lord and maſter, that fent 
them, when rhe ſecrers of all hearrs 
ſhall be laid open, I am no way able - 
co imagine. 


_ 


CuaP. AVIIL 


Set. I, 


Come now to apply what hitherto 
4 hath been delivered. And firſt, If 
theſe are the principall Reaſons why 
the beſt *'Mini'ters are hated, tra- * 
duced, and evill entreated by the 
moſt 3 Namely, becauſe moſt men, or 
rather all that ſo doe, are either jgno- 
rant or wicked, ſuch as neither love 
truth nor light, are haters of God aud 
of 4 reprobate judgement, enemies 
0 


P— — a5 hood. > ” 
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to their own ſoules, and the like. 
Then let none that have any ſpaik of 


 wiſdome or grace in them, think ir 


any whit ſtrange when they hear men 
( ſeem they what they will ) ſpic our 
their ſpleen againſt them : Yea; ler ir 
make them think ſo much the better 
of a Miniſter for their evill ſpeaking 3 
As Tertullian did of C þriſtian'ty becauſe 
Nero perſecuted it, Which is an Ar- 
gument infallible, For the Truthes 


Adverſaries are wont t0 ſpeak good of 


evill, and evill of good z 10 put light for 
darkneſſe, and da kneſſe for light, &c, as 


 Tſatah ſpeaks Chap 5. 20. And as I 


an. —— ---  ———_ —_— _ 


have largely proved in Chapter 8, 5, 


Io, Il. 

Yea lect the conſideration of theſe 
Parciculars move all good men t vin- 
dicate ſuch Miniſters, when they hear 


© them calumniaced, 


Set. 2s 


I know their cnnning Sophiſtry is 
ſuch and rheir colourabie pretences 


* ſo many ( haviag ſuch a ſubtle promp- 


rer as Satan is ) rhar they are able to 
foreſtall the ſimple with ſtrange con- 
ceits, and baſe thoughts, of the beſt 
Miniſters. And that they are eagle-ezed 


to look into the aRions and carriages | 


of ſuch as they deſire to aſperſe, and 


to ſpy as narrowly into their wayes, 2s 
D 
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the Remans did into. Catoes, or the 
Phariſes into Chriſts. And that there 
are few who doe not ſometimes ſuch 
things as they.would not have diſcre- 
tion ſcan : Integrity it ſelfe would nor 
ever be awed by a blabbing ſpie 3 be- 
carſe moſt men can better ſee ano- 
thers Motes then their ownBeams, 

Or in caſe they cannot finde faults, 
they will make them ; as the Jewes 
did tonching Paul and all the Diſciples, 
2 Cor. 6. 8 Or as thoſe Libertines did 
rouching Steven, Ats6,8.to 15. Or 
as the multitude did touching John, 
Wat. 11, 18. Or as the YJewes did + 
touching our Saviour, Mat. 11. 19, and 
the High Prieſts alſo, Mat. 28. 13s 
Nor are fome more apt to deviſe lies 
of them, Mat, 28. 12, 13. then others 
are ro beleive and ſpread the ſame a- 
Hroad, wv. 1%. Nor 1s it eafie to dif- 
prove a ſlander, A man may be pro- 


ved falſe, he cannot þe proved 


true, | 
Indeed when a ſportlefſe perſon is 

accaſed by a creditlefſe mouth, where 

one affirmes and the other denies, its - 


| eafie for a wile man to judge whether 


ſpeaks trueſt, As when Emllius Scau- 
15 was accuſed by Varius, he made 
tis anſwer, Yea Romans, Varius af- 
tirmes the Crime laid againſt me to be 
true » and Scaurus denyeth, whom 
will you rather believe ? Neyerthe- 

h leiſe 
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lefle many good men finde to their 
fmart, Thar a flander once raiſed ( be 


the raiſer never ſo mean and baſe) ir . 


will ſcarce ever die : For coming once 
into the mouth of the vulgar, rrue or 
falſe, like Wilde-ftre, it can never be 
quenched, nor 15 death it ſelfe (which 
delivereth a man from all other ene» 
mies ) able ro deliver him from this 
of the rongue. Wherefore if Saul 


were deafe or Doeg dumb, no matter 
which. 


Se. 3. 


Bad Natures, whom they cannot 
reach by imitation, they will by de- 
tration, As we may ſec by the ene- 
mies of our Saviour, who notwithſtan= 
ding he fulfilled all righteouſneſſe, and did 
all things well, for in his mouth was feund 
no gutle, nor fault in his manners, nor 
errour in his doQrine, Which of yeu 
(faid he) can rebuke me of fin ? Yet the 
world traduced him for a Samaritan, 
a Sorcerer, a wine bibber, an enemy. to 
Ceſar, and what not ? A decetver and 


yet true, was S* Pauls Motto, 2 Cor. 6.8, 


And as it was then, ſo it # now, Gal.4.29. 


The wicked, ſaves David, bend their. 


bow, and make ready their arrowes 
upon the ſtring, that they may ſecrets 
1y ſhoot at the upright in heart, Pſal. 
Lf» 2, Yea it rejoyces them eXcees 
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dingl ro hear and ſpeak evill of their 
Miniſter, they even feed themſelves 
with ir, though in his preſence they 


_ are as apt to fawn and croutch , being 


like ſome craven Curr*s, which at home 
or in their kennells, will tog and bite 
the ſkins of thoſe wild Beaſts, which 
ic the fields os forreſts they durſt not 


fo mucit as bark at or come near. 


Sed. 4o 


Then fo wiſe are they, that they 
expect Miniſters ſhould be more then 
men. as thoſe Aﬀs 14. 15. thought of 
Barnabas and Paul 3 at leaſt, they look 
ro have them withonr ſin, becavſe 
their calling is to reprove fin im 0s 
thers : never conftderivg, that to be 
alwayves and unchangeably good is 
proper onely to thoſe glorirus ſpirits in 
Heaven. Nor js it expected they 
fou!d be Angells upon carth : We 
are ten of like paſſions, ſayes Paul, Ad: 
14, 15, whence ſayes a_ Gloffer upon 
theſe words, Doe you look for no paſ- 
fon in us, and finde ſo mnchi n your 
{clves ? we bring you heavenly trea® 
ſuce, yet are ſtil} earchen veſſels. As» 
mongſt rhe Apiſtles one was a Dev?!!, 
and another was a Satan in his kind, 
none were Argels. We are the men of 
God, yet men. Prophets, yet (as Mo- 


ſes laid ) like our brethren, not in the 


fi\mili- 
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{imilitude of fin{all fleſh as Chrift was, F 


bur ſinfull flcſh indeed. We are Stars, 
yer ( ſaith Fob ) the very Stars are not 
pure in Gods fight. We are Angels by a 
more honorable ſtile then our natures 
can bear, yer God hath not ſound ſted- 

faſtneſſe in the Angels. Our p! ofcifion 
gives Vs No immunity from fin. Bot if 
we know the right and bend ovr whole 
courſe the wrong, we are then, mad 
indeed 3 and if you negle&t our do- 


&rine and follow altogether our ex- 


_ ample, certainly you are as mad as 
we. 

A mans breath is ſaid to be ſweet, if 
it doe not ſtinke 3 ſo one may be ter* 
med a good man, if he be not wicked. 
But this ſerves: not the turne of ſuch 
as are ſenſuall. For have they rothing 
of knowledge to alleape, they will 
pick a quarre}l with and cradnce their 


Miniſter for his having roo much 


means, Men envy not the prodigious 
wealth of Merchants, Lawyers, Cour- 


riers, but if they hear of a Miniſter 


that hath a Tithe of their means, their 
hearts and (pleens riſe at ir. 

Yea let a Miniſter take but his dues, 
eſpecially of the pooret fort, thozgh 
perhaps rhoſe dues will not mainraine 
tim, O he is too ſtrict, too coveteous. 
Miniſters muſt rake a teftern ſor a ſhil- 
ling of them 3 but they will nor think 
it faire dealing from their oth 
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but take their full dnes, and think it 
neither breach of jultice, piety, or 
chariry, why then ſhouid they impoſe 
It upon others ? | 


Set. », 


Or in caſe they hear of a Minifter 
that but removes to an other place 
where is better means, they will make 
it ſuch an haynous matter as if he had 
ſtollen a hocſe. As ic would amaze a 
man to hear how confidently theſe 
blocks will maintaine, That a Miniſter 
cannot with a good conſcience forſake 
his people, yea though his ayme and 
end be principally the glory of God. 
As when all, or moſt, in th< Pariſh, 
blinde themſelves with prejudice a- 
gainſt him, and even ſtop their eares 
againſt whatſoever truth he delivers, 
even reſolving againſt their own cons 


verſion ; if he ſhall remove to ano- 


ther people, that will receive him, as 
the Galathians did Pau!, and help 
them ro another whom they far more 
reſped, and whoſe Miniſtry 1s more 
likely ro doe good upon them 3 they 
will moſt baſely calumniate him, and 
not he alone ſhall ſuffer, bur all theſe 
Church-men (ſay they) are ſo covetons 
that they never think they have <= 
novgh, when they have ſcarce enough 


20 fill the bellies of their own __ 


r- FEnmity, and Prophaneſſe, $7 


All which not onely argues them as 
brainlefſe as beafts, bot proves them 
to be as full of the Serpents enmity, as 
the egg of a Cockgtrice is full of poiſon. 
And ſo much of the firſt Ule. 


L—————_— 


CHAP. XIX. 


Sed. IT, 


g Econdly, If any that ſhall hear what 
hath been delivered, have been 
thus malitious to the Miniſtty, and 
ſhall finde that theſe or ſome of theſe 
have been the genuine reaſons of their 
ſo doing 3 let them know, that thoſe 
Miniſters whom they have ſo malig- 
ned, hated, and traduced, are unto God 
48 the Signet upon his right hand, or as the 
apple of his own eye, Jer. 22. 24. Zech, 
2. 8, And that whatſoever wrengs and 
contumelies are done to them, he accounts 
them as dene to him, Pſal. 44. 22, & 
69.7. &£ 74. 4, 10. 18. 22. 23. & 83, 
2, 5, 6. & 89. 5og $I. & 139, 20. Pro. 
Ig, 3. Rem. 1. 30. $9.20, Mat. 10, 
22, & 25.45, Luke21. 19, 1 Sam. 8. 
7o £17. 45. Ila. 37: 4, 22, 23, 28. 8& 
| 45-9. & 54-17. Aﬀs5. 39, &K 94 435e 
I Theſ. 4.8. John 15.18,20,21,2 3,243 
25. Nunb.16.11, And that 7: were 
better for bim (if he repent not) the a Y 
: MiB | 


os 
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Mill-ſt\ne were hanged about his neck, and 
that he were caſt into the Sea, Mark 9.42. 


And that: God will deſtroy him fer ever 


if he goes on, and rost him 04t of the land 
of the living, whoſe tangue hath imagined 
ſo much mijchiefe, and u like a ſharpe 14« 
ſour that cutteth deceitfully, loving to ſpeak 
evell more 1hen good, Plal. 52. 2.tos. 
Pſal. 11.6, And after all caſt him in- 
to a furnace of fi e, where ſhall be wayling 
and gnaſhing of teeth for evermore, while 
thoſe Miniſters whom he now deſpt- 
ſeth, ſhall ſhinc as the Sun in the King- 
dome of their Father, Rev. 19. 29. Dan, 
12,3. Pſ. 7g. 12, Fer. 17, 18. 

Men are bold here ro abuſe the Mi- 
niſtry, and oftentimes eſcape judge- 
ment ; yea Miniſters are content to 
ſuffer and fay nothing, but the rizh- 
reous Lord will not alwayes endure 
ſach and fo many diveliſh indignities, 
as they have done to his ſele& ſervants 
and to himſelfe ; but he will arite a3d 
ftrike through the loynes of them 
that riſe againft him, and of them 


 thar hate his Ambaſſadors, that rhey 


ariſe nor up againe. Though Moſes 
bare the reviling of Miriam, yet the 
Lord will nor 3 while he is dumb God 
ſpeaks, while he is deafe God hears and 

irs. The more filent the Paticnt 15, 
the more ſhrill will che wrong be. 
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Wherfore let al ſuch ſeriofly bethink 
themſelves, while the gate of mercy is 
open. Let them withEphraim, Je.31.19., 
ſtrike themſelves. vpon the thigh 3 or 
with that Pablican, Ly.18.13.ſmite their 
breaſt, and with amazeinenc and indig- 
nation ſay, What have I done ? I have 


hated rraduced and moſt deſpighrfully. 


abuſed thoſe whom God hath ſent to 
pluck me out of Satans clutches, and to 
keep me from leaping into Hell-flames, 


I have requited them with the greateſt 


evill for the greateſt good. TI have of- 
ten raiſed an ill report of the beſt of 
Gods ſervants, as thoſe falſe hearted ſpies 
did of the land of Canan, Num.1.32,33- 
and that ſcanda!] piſfing through many 
mouthes hath mulriplyed like a ſnow- 
ball, which at beſt hath lefc ſuch a ſcar 
of ſuſpicion vpon their names and cre- 
dits, that even death it ſelfe will nor 
be able to cure Whereas the Scripmre 
ſaith, Curſed be he that ſmiteth bis netgh= 
bour ſecretly, Dent. 19. 24. And him 
' that privily ſlandereth his Neighbour will T 
deſtroy, Pal, 101.5, And as I have thus 
depraved ſome (as having more malice 
then matter againſt them ) ſo I have 
corrupred others, and foreſtal}ed their 
judgements with prejudice, which may 
prove the bane of manny a ſoul. Woe 
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is me, What ſhall I do leaſt God tear me in 
preces, and there be none to deliver. T have 


been long enough inſtroumentall ro 


Sathan, I will now, and hereafter by 
Gods grace ſerve my Saviour, who is a 


Matter without compare. O that my _ 


God would give me an heart and an- 
{werable ability to be as faithfull a 
friend ro Religion, as I have been a 


bitter enemy. And ſo much of the ſe- 


cond Ule, 


—_— 


Crap, X XN. 


Se. x, 


# Karan Are theſe the perſons froqg 
whom and the reaſons wherefore 
a godly and conſcientious Miniſter 
ſmarts and ſuffers in his peifon, eſtate, 


or good name ? then it need never 


trouble him. A good conſcience is 
not pur out of countenance with the 
falſe accuſations ot flanderous tongues, 
bur throwerh them ct as Paul did the 
Viper un»hurt. A good ſpirit will be as 
Simsn to Chriſt, its Croſſe-bearer. And, 
ro ſpeak righily, how little is that man 
hurt, whom malice condemns on Earth, 

and God commends in Heaven * 
Apain, he conſiders, That his ene- 
mies being carnall and wicked , are 
blind 
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blind, and ignorant 5 therefore he ſers 
' not his wit to theirs, but rather does 
by his enemies, as Chriſt by his Murthe- 
rers, ſaying, Father forgtve them, far they 
know no: what they doe, Luke 23.34» Or 
as he anſwered the multitude, when 
they affirmed, he was a Glutton and a 
wine bibber, Wiſdome is juſtified of ber 
children, Mat. 11. 18, 19. You (uffer 
fooles gladly (fayes Paul) becauſe you are 
wiſe, 2 Cor, 11, 19. In a cauſclefie 
wrong the beſt remedy is contempt of 
the Author. A good man being wrong- 
ed, looks not at the ſtone, but ro the 
hand which threw ir, Gen 45.8. Job r. 
21. Pſal. 35. 9. And confiders withall 
that God does 1t bur to try him, that 
when he hath done he may beſtow up- 
on him the crown of life, James I. 12. 
Heb. 11.26, 2 Cor.4.17,18, No: does 
he think the higheſt degree of fuite- 
ring here, worth the leaſt and Joweſt 
depree of glory hereafter, Rom. 8. 18. 
Therefore like the o/d experienced Sol- 
dier, he fears not ihe 74ine and flormes 
aboye him, nor the numbers falling be- 
fore him, nor the troops of eneates a- | 
gainſt him, nor the ſhot of thundermg 

' Ordnance about him, bur lookes to the 
honourable reward promiſed him. 

And indeed if either the reproaches 
caſt upon us, or the adverſaries rage a- 
gainſt us, or the example of ſinners. 
before us, or the remprations of the 

world 
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world about us, or the pleaſure of our 
own luſts wichin us, can make us with 


Ephraim turne our backs in the day of | 


the Lords battle, our ſpiritual wartare;, 


we ſhall not be found faithfull in the | 


day of remuneration, 
SeF. 2. 


Neither are. we troub'e out ſelyes 
buc ro commir our cauſe to God, 
as okur Saviour did ; who When he was 


reviled, reviled not againe, but ſuffered 


commitring the Cauſe to him that judeeth 
righteouſly, 1 Pet. 2.23. It1s enough ro 
quiet us, that all the diſgraces done to 
us redound to him. He that deſpiſeth you 
deſpiſeth me, Luke 10.,16- Saul, Saul, 
thou perſecuteſi me Acts 9-4- Neverthes 
lefle he thar takes the cauſe from us ro 


himſelfe, will not refigne the revenge. 


from himſelfe to us, | 
Yea it ſtands vpon Ch/ifts honour to 


- maintraine thoſe that are in his wor k, 


and Gods too, to defend ſuch as ſuffer 
for his ſake : and he that rraduceth or 
any way wrongs a Miniſter for the dif- 


charge of his place, his envy ſtrikes at _ 


che Image of God in him, P/al. 44.2 2. 
Aft 9. 445. & $+39, Pal. 69. 7: 


& $3.2, too. & 74.22,2j. & 139. 
20, Prov. 19.2, Rom. 1, 30, Mat.lo.. 


22. 25.45. Luke 21, 17. Zech 2. 


Te F Sam, I7. 49. Iſa, $4, I7. I Theſ; : 
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4-8. John15.18, ro 26. Numb, 16, 


bi 
Add we to all this, That it is an e» 


vident figne, that if the world hates _ 
.a Miniſter, he is not cf the world ; 


. yea therefore it hates him, becauſe his 
practiſe ſhames the world, and becauſe 
| he diſcovers and oppoſes her trcaſons 


; 


and deceits, In a word their malice to 


| the Miniſtry 7s to themſelves a token of 


perdition, but to ſuch Miniſters a token of 


| ſalvation and that of God, as the Apoſtle 


concludes, Phil. 1. 28. And fo much 
of the third Uſe. 


CHa P. X XI, 
Se. I. 


Fouithly and laſtly, Leaſt theſe ha- 
cers and revilers of the Miniſtry 
and their Lord thar ſenr them (theſe 


dogs as holy David fliles them, Pal, 22. 


16. Phil. 3.2. Or rather Devills 9s $. 
Paul calls them, 2 Tim. 3. 3. Tit. 2. 3. 
as Dr Andrews obſerves from the ori- 
ginall ; a Caluwny being the Devils 
mind 12 mans mouth, his arrow ſhot by 
mans bow, as one of the Fathers hath it) 


ſhould inſult and rejoyce in their wick- 


ed madneſle, and feed themſe'ves with 
an opinion of their Miniſters miſery, 
E as 
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as Beetles feed npon their | fellowes 
dung. Or +5 fl:ſh-flies make the wounds 
of others their chiefe nouriſhment, 
becauſe they cannot like Crocodtles 
fat-en themſe:ives with the warmeſt 
blood of their lives Let them know 
that all their ſpight, ſlanders, and al- 
perſions, doe not any whit trouble a 


godly Miniſter in reſpe& of himſeife ; 
-., Fora viſe man (as Plato ſpeaks) being 


reviled he will not be angry, and be- 
ing praiſed he wiil nor be proud. 
Thoughts cf p1ide or paſſion may ruſh 
into the heart of A fincere Chriſtian, 
but they icſt oneiy in the heart of an 
bypocrite. 

Firſt a good Miniſter will not be 
the piouder for praiſes, becauſe the 
more of either wiſdome or grace 4 
man hath, the more he knowes he 
wants, A gr:cions heart neither affect- 
eth nor negleeth popularity, yet is not 
the farther from jt. For he who ſeeks 
the Lords honor and neglefs his own, 
ſhal firnde his owne honovr in the 
Lords. While a man hunts after his 
own ſhadow he flies fram the Sun and 
his ſhidow 1s fti]1 vn-overraken before 
him, but when he turnes his face to 
the Sun and followes that his ſhadow 
will follow him. Moſes was zealovlly. 
carefull for Gods glory, and God was as 
zealous fer his, as you may ſee Numb. 


Y2, 8, (9c. And ſo oof Mary Magdalen, 


Mark 
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Mark 14.3. to 10. And the like touch- 
ing Anger, as well conſidering that 
chey ſpeak what they think not : Nei- 
ther'are his exemies able ro ſay touch- 
ing him they aſperſe, as Cat.b rouching 
the Land of Canaan, I ſp24k a5 my heart 
thinketh, Joſh. 14, How ever he knows 
that as honeſty is the beſt po:icy, ſo truth 
is the onely durable armour of proofe a- 
gainſk enemies. 


Sef. 2. 


Indeed in regard of the miſchieſe 
that comes of it, he cannot grieve e- 
nough : for as ſlanders reſemble windes, 
or ſtreams, or ſnow-ba!ls that imcreaſe 
with paſſing, ſo (which is the miſchief 
and the end for which they doe ir) be 
their flanders and aiperſions trve or 
falſe, the Comnion people will nor 
once quzxſtion bur ſuſpedt the men ;. 
whereby their Miniſtry become; alro- 
gether incft<ftuall Yea hereby ig 
comes to paſſe, rhat the one pair of 
their Pariſhes forſake the pub';que af- 
ſemblies to hear in corners 3 and rhet 
the reſt ace either hindered in good of 
hardned in evill : As lop off the arme 
of a Tree, and it will bring down a 
great number of ſmall branches with 
Te 

And let 'tthem whom ir concernes 
look to it 3 for they ſhill (if cheygo on) 
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dearly pay for all, but particularly for 
this ; tor if it be a ſhame to belie the 
Dewill, then they are paſt ſhame that 
behe the Saints, the Miniſters. Which 
makes the Prophet ſay, Confound the ly- 
ing lips O God that ſpeak againſt the righ- 
teous. Bur otherwiſe your reproaches 
and ey:1] ipeeches: are to himſelfe, as 
rouciing himſelfe, matter of no ſmall 


Joy 3 why eiſe doth our Savior lay, | 


Bleſſed are they which . (affer perſecution 
for 11ghteouſneſſe, for theirs is the king- 
dome of Heaven. Bleſſed are ye when men 
ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay 
all manner of evill agarnſt you falſly for my 
ſake, rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for 
great 7s your reward in Heaven for ſo 
perſecuted they the Prophets which were | 
before you, Mat. 5. 10, 11, 12, Why 
elſe doth S* Peter fay ? Rejoyce in af- 
much as you are partakers of Chriſts ſuſfe- 
rings, that when his glory ſhall be revea- 
led you may be glad alſo with exceeding 
Joy, &c. 1 Pet, 4. 12, 13, 14. Why elſe 
dots S* James ſay, Count it exceeding 
joy when you fall into divers temptations, 
Fames 1. 2. Its nor for nothing that 
S* Paul ſaith, I take pleaſure in infirmt- * 
ties, in reproaches, in perſecution, in anguiſh 
for Chrifts ſake, 2 Cor. 12, 10. That 
Peter and John, when they were beaten 
and impriſoned, departed from the Council 
rewoycing that they were counted worthy 10 
ſeffer rebuke for Ch:ifts name, Aﬀts 5 3 . 

ar 


. 


Famity, and Prophaneſſe. 
For even bearivg the Croffe with 
Chriſt, is as great a preferment in the 
Gourt of Heaven, as it is in ancearthly 
Court for the Prince to take vff his 
own robe, and pur it on the back of 
one of his ſervants 3 as you nay per- 
ceive by the Lords ſpeech to Paul, 
Aﬀs 9.15, 16.8& 23, 11. And our Sa- 
uiour Chrifſts words .to his Apoſtles, 
Aﬀs 1.8. Yea to ſuffer for Chr ſt (ſays 
Father Latimer) is the greateſt ho- 
nour and priviledge that God gives in 
this world. | 

And the ſtory of Job is a Book 
caſe to prove it : For did not God 
by him, as ſometimes a Schoofmaſter 
with his Puptl}, who when he hath pol- 
liſhed and perſefted a good Scholler, 
_ brings him forth, provokes adverſaries 
to ſer vpon him with hard queſtions, 
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and rakes a pride to ſee the ſruit cf his - 


own labours. And 1 the wars to have - 


the hotteſt and moſt dangerous ſervie 
ces impoſed upon them by their Gene- 
rall, is accounted the greateſt honour, 
neither will he confer the ſame upon 
any but the ſtouteſt and moſt vali- 
ant. | 

This Rod of the Lord (like Ab+- 
ſuerus his Scepter) is never firerched 
forth toward any of his, bur in great 
| love and favour. And hence it js that 
Moſes eſteemed the reproach of Chriſt grea- 
ter 17ches then all the rreaſwes of E- 
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£ypt, Heb. 11. 25, 26, And that the A- 
poſt les efteemed it a grace to be diſgraced 
for Chriſt; yea this hath made thouſands 


'=.ambicious to embrace. the very flames. 


Your cruelty is our glory faid the 
Martyrs ig Tertullians time to their per- 
ſecutors 3 for the. harder we are pur 
tO it, the greater ſhall our reward be 
in Heaven. It is tomy loſſe (ſaid Gor- 
dius the Martyr) if you bate me any 
thing of my ſuſtcrings. 


And thus ſtands the caſe between 
yu and your Miniſter : He hath 
cauſe to rejoyce, to give God thanks, 
and count it a fayour whea he ſotters 
your diveliſh ineignities, and does fo 
the rather, for that it is more accep- 
table to God ro give him thanks once 
i9 adverfiry, then fix hundred times in 
proſperity, as a grave Divine well 
obſeives And indeed ir is the Sum of 
a!l Rehgion, ro be thankfull to God in 
the midſt of mileries. 


Sach as have bought this Book, and 
zepent not their bargaine ; let them 
add to it, The Prosf of a gnod Preacher, 
as a ſecond part. And then ſay. whe- 
ther any three fins in the Narion, ſo 
hinders the blefſiugs, or pulls down 
the judgements of God upon us 3 as 
does our ingratetude to, and ill ufage. 
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_ of his faithſul), and painfull, Ambaſſa- 
| dours of the Miniſtry, 2 Sam, Io. 2, 4. 
2 Chron. 20. 20. 
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